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UNITED STATES SENATE

Border Security and Immigration Reform
Bush Administration and Bipartisan Group of Senators Reach
Agreement on Comprehensive Immigration Reform

Today, Administration Officials and A Bipartisan Group Of Senators Reached Agreement On
Comprehensive Immigration Reform Legislation. The proposal includes:

Putting Border Security And Enforcement First: Border security and worksite-enforcement
benchmarks must be met before other elements of the proposal are implemented.

Providing Tools For Employers To Verify The Eligibility Of The Workers They Hire:
Employers will be required to verify the work eligibility of all employees using an employment
eligibility verification system, while all workers will be required to present stronger and more
verifiable identification documents. Tough new anti-fraud measures will be implemented and stiff
penalties imposed on employers who break the law.

Creating A Temporary Worker Program: To relieve pressure on the border and provide a
lawful way to meet the needs of our economy, the proposal creates a temporary worker program to
fill jobs Americans are not doing. To ensure this program is truly "temporary," workers will be
limited to three two-year terms, with at least a year spent outside the United States between each
term. Temporary workers will be allowed to bring immediate family members only if they have
the financial ability to support them and they are covered by health insurance.

No Amnesty For Illegal Immigrants: Illegal immigrants who come out of the shadows will be
given probationary status. Once the border security and enforcement benchmarks are met, they
must pass a background check, remain employed, maintain a clean criminal record, pay a $1,000
fine, and receive a counterfeit-proof biometric card to apply for a work visa or "Z visa." Some
years later, these Z visa holders will be eligible to apply for a green card, but only after paying an
additional $4,000 fine; completing accelerated English requirements; getting in line while the
current backlog clears; returning to their home country to file their green card application; and
demonstrating merit under the merit-based system.

Strengthening The Assimilation Of New Immigrants: The proposal declares that English is the
language of the United States and calls on the United States Government to preserve and enhance it,
as well as enacting accelerated English requirements for many immigrants. In addition, the DHS
Office of Citizenship will be expanded to include coordinating assimilation efforts in its mission,

and the Education Secretary will make an English instruction program freely available over the
Internet.
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